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Designed for students with the most significant cognitive disabilities

Alternatle assessment developed to meet federal requirements of both
the Elementary and Secondary Education AcT [ESEAT and The
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA).

Booklet assessment administered during the STAAR Alternate 2 testing
window.

Based on Essence Statements (and Instructional Terms for

vocabuforY}of grade level TEK .
hitp://tea.lexas.gov/student.assessment/special-ed/staaralt/

Student’s response mode needs to be noted in |EP: verbalization,
communication device, poinfing, eye gaze, etc
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ARD committees must determine whether the general assessment is the most
appropriate by:

» Reviewing the student’s present levels of academic achievement and
functional performance (PLAAFP)

» The PLAAFP should provide the committee members with a clear
understanding of the student’s performance in the grade-level/course TEKS,
including strengths, current areas of need, and accommodations,
modlifications, or supports used.
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ARD committees must determine whether the general
assessment is the most appropriate by:

» Reviewing the student’s instructional plan

» The ARD committee must have a clear
understanding of how the student will access the
grade-level/course curriculum, including
accommodations, or supports needed.
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There MUST be a direct and consistent correlation between the PLAAFP, goals,
supports and the testing decision!

“hf Region Ond
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» Participation Requirements

» Significant cognitive disability *

Educator
G

» Require specialized supports
» Require intensive individualized instruction in variety of settings

» Access/participate in general ed. curriculum through pre-requisite TEKS "
i - - T
» ALL must have justification that is supported by IEP rage s

» Assurances

» Documentedin IEP
» Based on educational records and not on previous state-wide test performance or AYP considerations

» Not based on racial or economic background, excessive absences, amount of time or location of service
delivery
food) Reginn O
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ST/AAR

Alternate
State of Texas

» To be eligible to participate in STAAR Alternate 2, the answer to all of the Educator
eligibility questions on page one of the participation requirements must be Gulde
“Yes." s

» If the answer to any of these eligibility guestions is “No," the student is not
eligible to participate in that assessment and must participate in one of
the other state assessments.

ks Reglon One
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Alternate

Students who are eligible for STAAR Alternate 2 typically: —
« May have an intellectual quotient below 70 resulting in limited Guide
potential (not hard and fast rule) R
« May be unable to reach grade level standards regardless of the
quality of instruction _—
»  May require significant assistance in skills of daily living -

« Differ from students with specific learning disabilities who have
average intelligence, but have learning problems that make reaching

their potential difficult
« Additional guidance can be found in the Educator Guide for STAAR

Alternate 2

w Repion Oue
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1. Does the student have a significant cognitive disabllity?

A significant cognitive disability is determined by the ARD committee and must be
based on evaluation information performed by a qualified evaluation team.

» The disability must affect the student's intellectual potential and be documented in |
the student’s IEP.

> A student with a significant cognitive disability has limited potential to reach grade-
level expectations. |

» While a student with a leaming disability may have academic challenges, he or she |
has the intellectual potential to reach grade-level expectations and, therefore, is not '
eligible to take STAAR Alternate 2.

Justification (Example): Based on Amy’s most current FIE, her full scale 1Q
falls well below 70 indicating a limitation in intellectual functioning.
Adaptive behavior scales indicate significant deficits in the following
domains: self-care, socialization, and communication skills. The team agrees
thatshe meets the eligibility criteria for STAAR Alternate 2 as a student with
an intellectual disability.

i Region Onyd
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2, Doas the student require speciallzed supports to access the grade-level curriculum and environment?
=

» Federal regulations mandate that all students have access to and be assessed
on grade-level curriculum.

» To access the grade-level curriculum, a student with a significant cognitive

disability needs specidlized academic instruction.
|

» Additionally, a student eligible for STAAR Alternate 2 requires support throughout
the day in areas such as communicating needs, navigating the classroom or

| school building, eating lunch, negotiating social situations, and/or taking care of

. personalneeds. . N

Justification (Example): Amy has difficulty attending to tasks and requires numerous
redirections to stay focused. When in a large group for instruction, Amy is easily
distracted and does not process language well. Her expressive language delays make it
difficult for Amy to express her needs in a large group. Because of this, Amy requires
specialized instruction in a small group setting for academic skills. Amy’s weak language
skills also make it difficult for her to respond appropriately in social situations; therefore,
she requires assistance during nonacademic school activities. Amy requires assistance to
perform all self-care skills.

. p Region Ouy
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3, Does the student require intensive, individualized Instruction In a vartety of Instructional settings? No

» The student needs specialized academic instruction and
techniques over a period of time to learn and retain
information.

» Instruction in a variety of settings is required in order for the
student to transfer skills (generalize).

Justification (Example): Amy’s short attention span and distractibility require
her to need numerous repetitions and drill in order to retain knowledge.
Additionally, she acquires and retains knowledge best when skills are taught in
the setting or situation in which the skill naturally occurs. For example, to
address a social studies prerequisite skill involving economics, Amy was more
successful in purchasing an item in the school store rather than in a classroom
simulation.

® 2017 Reglon One Educalion Service Center, School Improvemenl, Accountabilly and Compliance || e

4, Does the student access and participate In the grade-level TEKS through prerequisite skills? No

» Access to the grade-level curriculum is mandated by
the federal government.

| » A student with a significant cognitive disability requires
access to the TEKS through prerequisite skills.

» Prerequisite skills are student expectations from previous
grades that are linked to the grade-level curriculum.

Justification (Example): Although Amy shows relative strengths in the
areas of math calculation and math reasoning, she is performing skills
that are several grade levels behind her grade 8 peers in all academic

areas. Her access to the grade-level TEKS is through prerequisite skills.

N . g Repion (g
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If “Yes" is indicated for all of the eligibility questions for STAAR

Alternate 2, the ARD committee must discuss the assurances

in Step II, and the district personnel completing the form must
initial each one after it is discussed.

Assurances that the decision for testing is:

* Documented in IEP

» Based on educational records and
not on previous state-wide test
performance or AYP considerations

- _ _ * Not based on racial or economic

g background, excessive absences,

| - amount of time or location of

service delivery

© 2017 Region One Educalion Service Cenlet, School Improvement, Accountabilly and Compliance

Participation
Requirements
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» The ARD committee should indicate the subject(s) or course(s) in which the student is enrolled
and for which STAAR Alternate 2 assessments will be given.

» The student will take STAAR Alternate 2 for all required subjects or enrolled high school courses.

Step Nk b

The ARD cnmmities ihdd ineitate e sedentitl or raanad) iy ehieny e srudent i enradled s fof which STAAR Altemale 2
atrsitients will b nMa Thee AR cismmdt Tre MR e T deumimead doetiiion A Jrmmmssodationt Medod i minkinme Hhe dtudealy
Brinmy aihl bt baen ok i thee ticiear i iR Mote The ieciont will toke STAAX Aljorrate J for sl reguaren sy
e prrtstinl il st hoed clseied Bedest Bodons. THIY fiormn st be included b the 6P fur students being anetied adth STAVE Altermame 2

Indicate the STAAR Alteraste 2 tests the student will take this school year.

[0 acoding Grade ﬁ Mathematics Grade _ O scence Grade O sociat studtios 8
[ wiriting Grade [ atgebras O siotogy O us. History
O engianr
3 engtsn st
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STAAR

Q: Who is authorized to sign the STAAR Alternate 2 Allernate
participation requirement form? £ Do)

Academic Readiness
—— Alternate

Educator

Reminder: these A: The designated district personnel,
forms should be who is also a member of the ARD
comple’red duri Committee (e.g. special education teacher,
the ARD commmee administrator, ARD faclilitator).
meehn? when 5 This district personnel—
assessment decisions ' « Completing the form needs to be Page 4
are made. |-, identified by name on the form, ?
' - . along with his/her position.
« Named on the form is responsible
sttt for making sure the ARD committee
! discusses each section.
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» In addition to providing evidence that all participation requirements have been met and the
assurances have been addressed, the ARD committee will determine and document the
needed accommodations for both instruction and assessment.

» Inorder to make appropriate accommodation decisions from year fo year, their effectiveness should
be assessed.

» Collect data on how the student performs with and without the accommodation.
» Make available to the student a variety of instructional strategies to see which are most effective.

» The test administrator will determine the accommodations that will be used for a specific
assessment based on the documented accommodations in the student’s IEP and the TEA
guidelines for allowable accommodations for STAAR Alternate 2.
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Gracie Avalos
Region One ESC
(956) 984-6253
gavalos@escl.net
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